Statement from NCCU Chancellor Karrie G. Dixon: Addressing Housing and
Community Concerns Together

DURHAM, N.C. — The following statement from North Carolina Central University
(NCCU) Chancellor Karrie G. Dixon was shared with NCCU students, faculty and staff
today.

Chancellor’s Communique: Addressing Housing and Community Concerns Together

April 17, 2025
Dear NCCU Community,

Yesterday, we heard the voices and saw the passion of our students and community
members advocating for improved housing conditions and greater expansion of our
housing options. | want to take a moment to address this important issue and the path
forward.

First and foremost, | want to reaffirm our unwavering commitment to student safety,
well-being, and clear communication. Some members of our community were detained
by law enforcement during the protest. While we fully support and encourage our
students’ right to express themselves, it is equally important that all members of the
NCCU community adhere to the agreed-upon procedures for public demonstrations as
part of our shared commitment to respectful and responsible engagement. This is how
we keep each other safe. My door and the doors of my leaders remain open to discuss
steps being taken by the university to respond to our toughest challenges. We must
work together productively as we navigate our shared goals.

During the protest, my administration and | traveled to Raleigh and held a strategic
legislative event planned over the past few months and focused on securing a
prospective $100 million-plus investment in our facilities through the legislature — a bill
we have actively advocated for since July 2024 to address our campus’s deferred
maintenance needs. This was the culmination of hosting at least six on-campus
meetings so that the condition of our facilities could be discussed and seen. If approved,
these funds are specifically tailored to improve conditions in both residence halls and
academic buildings. We took this opportunity to ensure that student concerns were
directly shared with legislators, reinforcing that housing and facility improvements are a
top priority for this administration.

Although we provide more housing per student than the average public university in
North Carolina, we are not immune to the broader national housing crisis, which is


https://www.nccu.edu/

affecting the general public and college campuses across the country — particularly
those experiencing growth, like ours. We are actively engaging public partners and
private apartment complexes that are open to partnerships to expand quality housing
options that our students can afford.

Let me be clear: we hear you. We are committed to doing all that is within our resources
to improve our housing conditions and inventory. While our resources to address these
challenges on our own are limited, our commitment to you is unwavering.

In Truth and Service,
Dr. Karrie G. Dixon



